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In a world ravaged by the Covid-19 pandemic, the crew of Energy Observer, the first
vessel powered by renewable energies and hydrogen, has revised its programme,
which was originally supposed to lead her to Tokyo for the Summer Olympic Games.
Furthermore, following her first transatlantic passage from Saint-Malo, the floating
laboratory, which is self-sufficient in energy, has undergone her first crew change.
Captain Victorien Erussard and Expedition leader Jérôme Delafosse and their crew
cast off from Fort-de-France last week to continue their Odyssey which will take them
from the Caribbean Sea to the Amazon jungle and through to the golden triangle of
biodiversity in the Pacific ​.

Within such a context, this Odyssey takes on a constrained and hitherto
unprecedented form. Indeed, the whole crew is adapting to the health and safety
guidelines on a daily basis and will have to find solutions to live self-sufficiently away

from the rest of the world. However, for this innovative vessel being self-sufficient in energy means that this expedition is both possible
and necessary.

Possible, because the vessel operates completely self-sufficiently thanks to her reliable on-board systems, which are a model of
resilience and particularly well suited to the current situation. 

Necessary, because the weather and these unprecedented conditions will enable the crew to observe nature in its wildest state and
learn how biodiversity can be a source of exceptional innovations and solutions in light of the major challenges we are facing today.  

Over the course of this two-month Odyssey, which will take them from the Caribbean Sea to the Amazonian rainforest, then as far as the
golden triangle of biodiversity in the Pacific, the crew – which also comprises Francine Kreiss, freediver-reporter, Katia Nicolet, a doctor
in marine biology and Fitzgérald Jégo, an explorer – will film, photograph, bear witness to and decipher the remarkable ecosystems. 

"We want to get as close to nature as possible so as to learn from it and consider this post-pandemic world that everyone is talking
about without anyone knowing what it will be like", Jérôme Delafosse

The current health crisis is also the result of a deep ecological crisis: the collapse of the living, massive atmospheric pollution of the
oceans, the destruction of land and finally climate change and its succession of natural catastrophes. It is a wake-up call that we must
anticipate to avoid what is now seen as an inevitable disaster. An unauthorised path to economic growth free of the constraints of the
Paris Agreement and key environmental standards would be a fatal error.

Equally, this Odyssey around the animal and vegetable world (from the coral reefs of Silver Bank to the north of Santo Domingo, to the
meanderings of the Guyanese Amazon rainforest as far as the Galapagos archipelago), is driven by the desire to convince the world of
the urgent need to understand and protect the nature and its ecosystems as soon as possible.

To successfully complete their mission, the crew will spend months living entirely self-sufficiently. This requires them to develop
navigation strategies in the quest for lost islets where they will be able to put into port, whilst ensuring the vessel’s safety, in a sea
which may prove dangerous due to what promises to be a highly active hurricane season. They will have to be able to rely solely on the
sun, the wind, the marine currents and the hydrogen produced aboard to generate the necessary energy to feed themselves, move
about and communicate. 

For sustenance, there will be an abundance of drinking water, desalinated using the on-board hydrogen chain, the nutrients provided
by fishing, foraging and various experiments involving either hydroponic cultivation or specifically designed for the marine universe. In
any case, it is all about only consuming what nature can offer them that will be the key to their success.  

Thanks to her ability to be self-sufficient in terms of energy, Energy Observer is becoming an exceptional platform for exploration,
demonstrating that its ‘micro-grid’ model is opening up the fields of possibility in a new and unique way. It is possible not to be
dependent upon others’ energy or water, not to burn resources unnecessarily and not to pollute one’s environment.

This exploration into biodiversity will translate into the production of featurettes and illustrated reports, both on and under the water,
edited into formats designed to be broadcast freely to the widest possible audience on Energy Observer's digital platforms. 

In practical terms, French first ambassador for Sustainable Development Goals, Energy Observer, is keen to bear witness to the fact that
the time has come to honour the beauty of the world, to reconcile ourselves with nature, to respect the diversity and integrity of the
living, to leave space for the wild world and to contribute as much as possible to the global awakening of consciences. 

About Energy Observer
Energy Observer is the first energy self-sufficient vessel, with zero CO2 emissions, zero fine particles, and zero noise, producing its own
hydrogen onboard from seawater using a mix of renewable energies. This vessel of the future has already traveled more than 20,000
nautical miles around the world.

http://www.energy-observer.org


Designed as a floating laboratory, Energy Observer experiments and validates all sorts of embedded soft mobility innovations. This real
floating smart-grid, prefiguring the energy networks of tomorrow, draws its energy from nature without damaging it or wasting its
resources. 

She sails around the world, stopping in many iconic cities to meet the pioneers of the ecological and solidarity transition, but also
elected officials, decision-makers, shipowners and major economic players. Energy Observer demonstrates on a daily basis that fully
carbon-free, decentralized and digitized energy has become a reality within everyone’s reach, applicable at various scales (remote sites,
districts, cities...).

Next to its innovation program, Energy Observer is developing a mission of general interest to help raise awareness on the challenges
of the ecological transition among all audiences, through its audio visual productions, exhibitions, and meetings with scientists. Like as
modernday Calypso, the boat and her crew relate their journey around the world, in an original documentary series called « The
Odyssey for the future® ». Energy Observer also produces a web-series "Solutions" with a permanent focus on the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, allowing as many people as possible to discover new concrete solutions for the future.

Energy Observer has received the High Patronage of Mr. Emmanuel Macron, President of the French Republic. French ambassador for
the UN’s sustainable development goals, supported by the Ministry for Ecological and Inclusive Transition, UNESCO, the European
Union, Irena, Ademe, and all the institutions concerned with ecology, Energy Observer is the inspiring and positive voice of the vital
ecological transition.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
/fr/projets

